STAT

B
ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE_AHT

Rowla

THE WASHINGTON POST
26 April 1982

Do 7 '- '4.*4’;)?\;'),' ~?‘~‘: A 7,-3 T A e PR S ] N
nd Evans and Robert Novak ™" ™" =™

S

_ Sen. Howard Bake has ignored a biat
partisan appeal fromfour senators for’;
a secret Senate session on the Soviet -

“military threat, raising suspicions thal N
. the majority leader wants to keep the™
lid on alarming intelligence that would *
_make it harder to reduce budget defi-j;
cits by cutting defense spending.: =~ %
- Some defense officials say' Baker "
fears the Defense*lnteﬂigence,,Agency
(DIA) briefing on rising Soviet power
would convert’ fence-sitters—perhaps
even some outright oppenents—into
supporters of President - Reagan’s de-
fense budget. Tnstead of welcoming the
bid for a secret session, Baker has not: -
even responded to the March 24 letter.
Two Republicans, Sens. Paul’ Laxalt .
and Steve Symms, and two Democrals, .
Sens. John Glenn and David Boren, K
asked him to arrange- the unusual -
“closed-door briefing.. " Tl T
That performance casts doubt; on
the- savvy majority leader’s current’

~ devotion to the Reagan program. In his -
intense efforts-to shape-a bipartisan:
agreement on the budget, Bakerihas
implied that he knows better than the
president how much these spending
cuts and tax increases should be. 7
.. What is unusual is not the closed-
. door-session (there have been many in’
" past years) but the information- to .
which senators would - be exposed.
Three examples may explain~why
Baker has not agreed: L
_*"1) At their current pace, the Soviets-
will double the nuclear warheads ‘on
" their giant SS:18 intercontinental mis-"’
' giles in the next 18 months. This is the:
counterforce weapon that is the great-
est threat to U.S. land-based missiles.
- 2} The Soviets today have eight dif-
ferent types of submarines under con-
struction at the same time; the United
-+ States has two."-. . Ly e
3) . The Soviets have added slightly
* gver 12 divisions to their army in the
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‘past year, only partlyﬂ.cﬁnheéiéd with

vast new undertakings in Afghanistan.

“The full reason for the growth is-un-
gt

known. - ° - Do -
% The DIA briefing would drive home
to all senators these and other details

of the Soviet military buildup, scrupu--
lously documented. Its irpact would
be profound, but the letter from the.

four senators gathers dust on the desk
‘of the majority leader.: He “would
scarcely welcome the intrusion into the
Senate debate of new. political -and
‘fense-cutting game. T
' When we asked Baker’s aides for an
-explanation, - they answered that- an
“attic hideaway just below the Capitol
"dome could be made available for DIA
briefings. This room, they said, is far
more secure against eavesdropping
than the Senate chamber.: Senators
could be briefed there in small groups
for as ong as necessary.
But that is not at all what is wanted
by the four letter-writers and a growing
number of other senators ready to join
the request for the secret briefing. A
‘doset int the attic would deprive the ses-

_.'!‘."'

‘military facts that might hurt the de--

- budget compromise.: . ..}

isioi of its essential element: the group
dynamic of the whole Senate exposed a
‘one'time to shock effect of the DIA
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‘briefing. As Glenn wrote his colleagues!

separately on-March’ 4, “It is vital that!

“very member”‘of the Senate’hea the|
cevidence. -+ 7 Hint ER IS
/... Thie suggestion:of Baker's-aides. that |
“the Senate chamber is difficult to make!
4 secure has not bothered the Senate be-|
- fore, On four occasions int the Jast four |

- - years, the Senate has closed its doors to

- hear top-secret information dealing with
, the Panama Canal, arms. sales to the,
“Middle Fast and other gensitive matters. !
" Now, with one month'of Baker’s si-
lence behind- them,  the -four :senators |
_have; decided to,move under Senate
(vules. They want to force-a vote on the
“issue of a secret session before the de: |
fense-authorization bill:comes*to"the

i floor late this week.gzhrpteis & #048¢
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Without siich ‘a- move, the Reagan
rearmament is imperiled. The bipartisan
budget-makers on Capitol Hill working

" with White House chief of staff James
. Baker ‘dre not: fighters for Reagan’s at-

terapt-to restore. the nation’s defenses.

JOf the 18 lawmakers, only. Republican

Rep. Trent Lot and Democratic’ Sen.

Fritz Hollings Have any claim to defense
expertise. " \s,“.g;,"{s‘:‘é AR5 rORsels U X 8

" That leaves the defense 'hudget-vul-
“nerable to the-give-and-take of deficit-

shrinking. Defense-cutter;James Baker
joing arms with defense-cutter Howard

* Baker in taking money from the military

to induce the Democrats into accepting a
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" The missing ingredient might well-be

the DIA’s facts about the Kremlin war
machine. The irony: of Washington
today is that the president has to hurdle
his own majority leader to unveil them. .
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